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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1959 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  ... 

Population  (Census  1921 ) ... 

(Census  l 931 ) ... 

(Census  I 951 ) ... 

Estimated  population  for  Birth  & Death  Rates  1959 
Number  of  inhabited  houses(3I/I2/59)  ... 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  I960  (Estimated) 

Product  of  Penny  Rate,  1959-60  (Estimated) 

Number  of  Births  ...  ... 

Net  B i rth  Rate  ...  ... 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  ... 

Number  of  Deaths  of  residents  ... 

Net  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Deaths  under  I year  ... 

Of  these  there  were  illegitimate 
Infantile  Mortality,  per  1,000  births 
Number  of  women  dying  from  childbirth 
Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Influenza 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Bronchitis 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Measles  ... 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Circulatory  Diseases 
Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Cancer  ...  ... 


o..  7, 353 

. . . 31 ,088 
...  30,970 
...  28,826 
...  28,070 
...  7,705 

...  3 o 6 

£214,312 
...  £821 
. . . 463 

...  16.49 

...  14 

. . . 304 

...  10.83 

...  9 

...  NIL 
...  19.44 

...  NIL 
...  10 
...  3 

...  31 

...  9 

...  NIL 
...  96 

...  56 


Year 

Bi rths 

Deaths 

1950 

626 

319 

1951 

577 

394 

1952 

563 

300 

1953 

554 

333 

1954 

534 

327 

1955 

492 

319 

1956 

537 

313 

1957 

527 

332 

1958 

500 

285 

1959 

463 

304 
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BEDWELLTY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoeo, 

Bargoed,  Glam, 
14th  June,  I960. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

THE  BEDWELLTY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNC I Lo 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Baker  and  Gentlemen, 

Nurs i ng  as  a Career 

The  great  hospital  controversy  continues,  and  some 

TIME,  I PROMISED  THE  EDITOR  OF  ONE  OF  OUR  LOCAL  PAPERS  AN  ARTICLE  ON 
NURSING  AS  A CAREER.  DISAGREEING  VIOLENTLY,  AS  MOST  OTHER  PEOPLE, 

with  the  District  Hospital  idea,  I have  held  it  up,  but  now  the  Regional 
Board  are  having  second  thoughts  in  the  matter,  I have  decided  to  go  to 

PRESS  BECAUSE,  WHATEVER  IS  ULTIMATELY  DECIDED  UPON  8Y  THE  BOARD  OR  BY 

the  Minister,  we  must  all  do  our  best  to  make  the  scheme  a success. 

One  of  the  difficulties  of  free  treatment  for  all 

UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  HAS  BEEN  THE  CLOSING  OF  HOSPITALS  DUE 
TO  LACK  OF  NURSES.  THIS  HAD  UNDOUBTEDLY  CAUSED  UNAVOIDABLE  DEATHS, 
ALTHOUGH  NO  MAN  CAN  SAY  HOW  MANY,  AND  DELAY  OR  DIMINISHED  DEGREE  OF 
RECOVERY,  ALTHOUGH  NO  MAN  CAN  SAY  HOW  MUCH. 

•'Why"  , ONE  ASKS  ONESELF,  " I S THERE  A SHORTAGE  OF 

nurses?”  Almost  every  week,  there  are  advertisements  from  hospitals 
all  over  the  Kingdom  inviting  suitably  qualified  Welsh  girls  to  apply 

FOR  VACANCIES  WHILST  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  THERE  ARE  MANY  WOMEN  WHO  SHOULD 
BE  MENTALLY  AND  PHYSICALLY  SUITABLE  FOR  THIS  WORK  SUFFERING  FROM  THE 
COMPARATIVE  POVERTY  OF  THE  DOLE  OR  SIMPLE  MENIAL  TASKS,  AND  NOW  THE 

Government  has  started  on  a scheme  of  hospital  rebuilding  which  is 

BOUND  TO  BE  A PARTIAL  FAILURE  UNLESS  MORE  GIRLS  DECIDE  TO  TAKE  UP 
I J1 S I NG  AS  A CAREER. 
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There  are  two  great  difficulties  at  the  momentq 
Firstly*  there  ss  a strong  feeldng  that  once  a girl  enters  a hospital 
as  a student  nurse,  she  is  ’"on  the  SHELF1".  Whslst  in  the  previous 
days  there  were  one  or  two  million  surplus  women  in  the  population, 

THIS  THOUGHT  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  PARTIALLY  JUSTIFIED,  TODAY  THERE  ARE  ELEVEN 
BOYS  BORN  TO  EVERY  TEN  GIRLS  AND  THE  HIGH  MORTALITY  IN  MALE  CHILDREN 
HAVING  NOW  BEEN  ERADICATED,  THE  REVERSE  IS  THE  CASE.  GlRLS  TODAY  CAN 
AFFORD  TO  PICK  AND  CHOOSE  AND  ALSO  BIDE  THEIR  TIME.  HOSPITAL  TRAINING 
REMOVES  MUCH  OF  THE  VENEER  FROM  THE  MALE  SUBJECT  AND  NURSES  HAVE  A 
GREATER  OPPORTUNITY  TO  JUDGE  THE  MAN  OF  THEIR  CHOICE  THAN  A LAY-WOMAN. 
The  SECOND  SNAG  IS  THE  INTERVAL  BETWEEN  SCHOOL  LEAVING  AND  COMMENCEMENT 
OF  NURSING  TRAINING  AND  DESERVES  A FRESH  PARAGRAPH. 

Girls  can  leave  school  when  they  are  fifteen.  In 
many  CASES,  THEIR  PARENTS  FORCE  THEM  TO  DO  SO  FOR  FINANCIAL  REASONS, 
STATING  EMPHATICALLY  THAT  A GIRL  OF  HER  AGE  ’"SHOULD  BE  BRINGING 
SOMETHING  I N1"  „ HOWEVER,  IN  MANY  CASES,  THE  CHOICE  IS  LEFT  TO  THE 

PUPIL  HERSELFo  A GIRL  IN  HER  LAST  YEAR  AT  SCHOOL  WHO  MAY  BE  STARRY- 

EYED  AT  THE  THOUGHT  OF  NURSING  HAS  GOT  TO  DO  SOMETHING  FOR  ABOUT  TWO 
AND  A HALF  YEARS.  NOW  THAT  IS  WHAT  THE  BIBLICAL  STORY  OF  JACOB  AND 

Esau  is  about.  Jacob  was  not  perfect,  but  knew  exactly  what  he 

WANTED.  For  LATER  LIFE  AND  FOR  HIS  POSTERITY  HE  WAS  PREPARED  TO  GO 
TO  ANY  LENGTHS  TO  GAIN  HIS  OBJECTIVE  AND  MAKE  GOOD  USE  OF  IT.  ESAU 

WAS  THE  CHOSEN  ONE  BUT  WAS  TOO  SHORT  SIGHTED  TO  BOTHER  ABOUT  PLANNING 

THE  FUTURE,  AND  ALTHOUGH  HE  COMMITTED  NO  ACTUAL  SIN,  HE  WAS  DEPRIVED 
OF  HIS  BIRTHRIGHT  AND  HIS  BLESSING.  SN  OTHER  WORDS,  ARE  TWO  AND  A 
HALF  YEARS  OF  COSMETICS,  ROCK  0 N 9 ROLL,  CIGARETTES,  PORT  AND  LEMON 
AND  CHEAP  FINERY  IN  COMPANY  WITH  TEDDYBOYS  WORTH  THROWING  AWAY  AN 
INTERESTING  AND  USEFUL  CAREER,  A SECURE  FUTURE  AND  A REASONABLE 

income?  Many  schools  run  pre-nursing  courses,  as  also  do 

TECHNICAL  COLLEGES.  HOWEVER,  AS  l WILL  SHOW,  TIME  SPENT  STUDYING 
FOR  THE  G.C.Eo  AT  AS  HIGH  A LEVEL  AS  POSSIBLE  IS  BY  NO  MEANS  WASTED 
IN  A NURSING  CAREER.  GENERALLY  SPEAKING,  BEFORE  THE  l 8TH  BIRTHDAY, 

A GIRL  IS  NOT  SUFFICIENTLY  EMOTIONALLY  MATURE  FOR  NURSING  SERIOUSLY 
SICK,  CHRONIC,  INSANE  OR  THE  DYING.  SHE  IS  FAR  BETTER  EMPLOYED 
NG  EDUCATED. 


4 


Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  want  five  subjects  in  the 
G.C.E.  AT  ORDINARY  LEVEL.  ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL,  LONDON  WANT  TWO 
OF  THE  SUBJECTS  AT  HIGHER  LEVEL,  WHILST  OTHER  TRAINING  SCHOOLS  MAY 
REQUIRE  LESS.  THIS  MAY  BE  VARIED  ACCORDING  TO  THE  ASPIRANT’S 
SUITABILITY  OR  OTHERWISE,  AND  THESE  GIRLS  ARE  THEN,  IF,  AFTER  A TEST 
ACCEPTED,  ADMITTED  TO  THE  PRELIMINARY  TRAINING  SCHOOL,  WHERE  IT 
COSTS  OVER  £30  A WEEK  TO  KEEP  EACH  ONE,  AND  COMMENCE  A THREE  YEAR 
COURSE  OF  PROBAT  I ONERY  TRAINING  FOR  STATE  REGISTERED  NURSE  OR 

S.R.N.  Those  who  have  been  unable  to  gain  admittance  to  the  S.R.N. 

COURSE  MAY,  AT  A NUMBER  OF  SMALLER  HOSPITALS,  EMBARK  ON  A 2 YEAR 

course  for  State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurse  (S.E.A.N.)  Thousands 

AND  THOUSANDS  OF  S.E.A.N."S  WILL  BE  REQUIRED  DURING  THE  NEXT  FEW 
YEARS,  AND  ALTHOUGH  THEY  WILL  NOT  BE  PLACED  IN  ANY  POSITION  OF 
HIGH  RESPONSIBILITY,  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE,  IF  THEY  ARE  KEEN  AND 
CAPABLE,  TO  NURSE  EVEN  THE  MOST  SEVERE  AND  REWARDING  TYPES  OF 
D I SEASE. 

The  S.R.N.  student,  having  satisfied  the  examiners 

AFTER  HER  THREE  YEAR  COURSE  IS  NOW  EXPECTED  TO  STUDY  MIDWIFERY  FOR  A 
YEAR  AND  WORK  AS  A STAFF  NURSE  FOR  ANOTHER  AT  LEAST  BEFORE  BECOMING 
A WARD  SISTER.  THEN,  IF  SHE  IS  WELL  EDUCATED,  MANY  OTHER  CAREERS 
ARE  OPEN  TO  HER.  SHE  CAN  STUDY  AT  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  NURSING, 
Battersea  Polytechnic,  Queen  Elizabeth  or  Queens  College,  etc.  for 

UNIVERSITY  DIPLOMAS  IN  NURSING  UNDER  NURSES,  MANY  OF  WHOM  HAVE 
UNIVERSITY  DEGREES.  CAREERS  OUTSIDE  HOSPITAL  ARE  ALSO  OPEN  - 

County  and  County  Borough  midwives  and  district  nurses,  among 

THEM,  GETTING  PAID  MUCH  THE  SAME  AS  WARD  SISTERS.  LADY  HEALTH 

Visitors  have  to  do  part  of  a midwife's  training  and  also  do  a 
year's  ACADEMIC  COURSE  (for  WHICH  THEY  USUALLY  MANAGE  TO  GET  THEIR 
KEEP  AND  A SMALL  SALARY)  AND  THEN  ENJOY  A MOST  RESPONSIBLE  POSITION 
IN  THE  COMMUNITY  AND  THE  SALARY  OF  A SlSTER  TUTOR.  THEN  THERE  ARE 

Matrons,  Supervisors,  Sister  Tutors,  Editors  of  Journals,  and 
University  graduate  teachers  in  the  Nursing  Colleges,  as  well  as 

MANY  INTERESTING  AND  FASCINATING  JOBS  IN  PRIVATE  FIRMS.  THERE  ARE 

also  many  jobs  abroad.  Sisters  in  Military,  Air  Force  and  Naval 
ir  pitals.  Jobs  in  the  World  Health  Organisation,  Colonial 
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Administration,  private  firms,  ships  and  airlines.  All  for  waiting 

A FEW  YEARS  BEFORE  PLUNGING  INTO  MATRIMONY.  ALSO,  THE  CAREER  DOES 
NOT  END  THE  MOMENT  A WOMAN  HAS  HER  FIRST  BABY.  BEFORE  SHE  IS 
FIFTY,  THERE  IS  STILL  PLENTY  OF  TIME  TO  REAR  A FAMILY  AND  HAVE  THEM 
OFF  HER  HANDS.  THERE  IS  ALSO  THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  ONE  OF  HER 
CHILDREN  OR  HER  HUSBAND  WILL  BE  AN  INVALID  AND  SHE  WILL  HAVE  TO  GO 

to  work.  What  does  an  office  cleaner  get?  Very  little.  My 

WIFE  IS  A TOP  GRADE  SHORTHAND  TYPIST,  BUT  CAN  ONLY  GET  ABOUT  NINE 
POUNDS  A WEEK.  FROM  NOW  ONWARDS  ANY  STATE  REGISTERED  NURSE  LIVING 
OUT  SHOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  EARN  UPWARDS  OF  FOURTEEN  POUNDS  PER  WEEK, 

OF  COURSE  IF  SHE  LIVES  IN,  DEDUCTIONS  WILL  BE  MADE  AS  IF  SHE  HAD  TO 
KEEP  HERSELF  IN  DIGS.  LASTLY,  WHEN  GIRLS  SEE  THE  ADVERTISEMENTS 
FOR  STUDENT  NURSES,  THEY  SHOULD  REMEMBER  THAT  THEY  ARE  ONLY  TRAINING 
GRANTS  NOT  SALARIES  AND  COMPARED  WITH  A UNIVERSITY  BURSARY  ARE  MOST 
GENEROUS.  They  SHOULD  think  it  over  carefully8. 

I F A GIRL  CANNOT  MAKE  THE  S.R.N.  GRADE,  A S.E.A.N. 
WILL  ALWAYS  GUARANTEE  A ROOF  OVER  HER  HEAD,  A REASONABLY  FULL 
STOMACH  AND  ENOUGH  MONEY  IN  HER  PURSE  TO  ENSURE  THAT  SHE  GOES  OUT 
WELL  DRESSED  AND  CAN  AFFORD  THOSE  LITTLE  LUXURIES  WHICH  ARE  DENIED 
TO  SO  MANY  EVEN  IN  THE  WELFARE  STATE. 

The  Doctor  MacMillan  Memorial  Clock 

Dr.  Samuel  Ronald  MacMillan,  whose  tragic 

PREMATURE  DEATH  DEPRIVED  MANY  OF  OUR  PEOPLE  OF  THEIR  DESERVEDLY 
TRUSTED  FAMILY  DOCTOR,  WAS  THE  LAST  OF  THE  DISTINGUISHED  LINE  OF 

General  Practitioner  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  Bedwellty 
Area.  Born  1899  in  Edinburgh,  he  was  educated  at  the  Edinburgh 
Academy  School  and  the  Edinburgh  University  Medical  School.  He 

QUALIFIED  IN  1923  AND  WENT  AS  AN  ASSISTANT  GENERAL  PRACTITIONER 
AND  ASSISTANT  M.O.H.  AT  Me ASTON- I N-WH A RFD AL E , THUS  GAINING  SOME 
EXPERIENCE  IN  PUBLIC  HEALTH.  He  THEN  CAME  TO  NEW  TREDEGAR  AS 
ASSISTANT  TO  Dr.  REES  ROBERTS  AND  WENT  FROM  THERE  TO  THE 
PONTLOTTYN  MEDICAL  AlD  SOCIETY.  NOT  LONG  AFTER,  Dr.  REES 
Roberts,  who  held  the  post  of  M.O.H.,  alas,  died,  and 
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Dr*  MacMillan  bought  his  practice  and  returned  to  New  Tredegar  to 
be  M.Q.H.,  Bedwellty  Urban  District  Counc i l also,  and  where  his 

OILIGENCE  AND  SKILL  SOON  EARNED  HIM  A LARGE  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS* 

He  was  Medical  Officer  to  the  Bedwellty  Isolation  Hospital,  and, 
UNDER  THE  new  HOSPITAL  REGIME  FROM  1948,  SAT  ON  THE  RHYMNEY  & 
Sirhowy  Hospital  Management  Committee*  Many  of  his  annual  reports 

REITERATED  THE  CRYING  NEED  FOR  BETTER  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES  IN  THE 
AREA,  AND  HAVING  TO  COPE  WITH  MANY  OF  THE  CASES  IN  THE  1952 
PARATYPHOID  EPIDEMIC,  HE  PROBABLY  SAW  THE  LAST  OF  THE  OLD  TYPE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  EPIDEMICS,  THE  HOSPITAL  FOR  WHICH  HE  DID  SO 
MUCH  NOW  BEING  GIVEN  LARGELY  OVER  TO  CARING  FOR  THE  CHRONIC  SICK* 

A MAN  OF  VERY  STRONG  OPINIONS,  HE  WAS  SOMEWHAT 
DIFFICULT  FOR  A NEWCOMER  IN  MY  POSITION  AND  ALSO,  TOO,  OF  STRONG 
OPINIONS  TO  GET  ON  WITH  AT  TIMES,  PARTICULARLY  NOT  KNOWING  THAT 
THERE  WOULD  BE  SO  LAMENTABLY  SHORT  A PERIOD  TO  GET  TO  KNOW  HIM 

better*  However,  l should  like  to  join  with  other  members  of  the 

COMMUNITY  IN  PAYING  SPECIAL  TRIBUTE  TO  HIS  SHREWDNESS  AS  A 
PHILOSOPHER  AND  HIS  SKILL,  OILIGENCE  AND  INTEGRITY  AS  A DOCTOR 
WHO  MAY  WELL  BE  SET  UP  AS  A PATTERN  FOR  NEWCOMERS  TO  THE  MINING 
VALLEYS  TO  IMITATE.  He  IS  SURVIVED  BY  HIS  WIFE,  KATHLEEN,  HIS 

son,  Neil,  now  in  his  final  year  at  St*  Thomas's  and  his  daughter, 
Jean,  at  Monmouth  School* 

l am,  Mrs.  Baker  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  HOEY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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BIRTHS  1959 


The  births  registered  during  the  year: 


Legitimate 

I LLEGITI MATE 

Totals 


Males 

229 

5 

234 


Females 

220 

9 

229 


Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Percentage  illegitimate  to  legitimate 
Stillbirths  « « • ooo  ooo  o©o 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths  O0. 


..  I6<,49 
o o 3 o I 

o o 23 
a • 47 ,3 
. a 486 


DEATHS  1959 


No©  OF  DEATHS  DURING  YEAR  ooa  ooo  oo©  ooo  oa©  o © i 

The  DEATH  RATE  AFTER  CORRECTION  OF  INWARD  AND  OUTWARD  TRANSFERS 


ooa  304 
a a ©I  0o83 


Death  rate  for  the  previous  years  may  be  compared:. 


1951 

13.78 


1952 

10,51 


1953 
II  <>68 


1954 
I l ,55 


1955 
I I 034 


1956 
I I .16 


1957 
I 1 .85 


1958 
I 0 a I 5 


1959 

10.83 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Under  I week 


© © © 


I - 2 WEEKS 

2- 3  WEEKS 

3- 4  WEEKS 


o o o 


O O © 


o o o 


O o o 


o o © 


O 9 © 


POO 


do© 
do© 
©00 
d © o 


COO  O 0 • 

O O o coo 

coo  odd 

• o o c c c 


5 

I 

0 

0 


Total  under  one  month  6 


l - 3 months  • . . 

3-6  MONTHS  ... 

6-9  MONTHS 
9-12  MONTHS  ... 


o o o o o © 


o o o coo 


o o o o o o 


o o o o o o 


OOP 
poo 
Poo 
poo 

Total 


p o c 

POP 

coo 

POO 


...  2 
.. . 0 
...  0 
...  I 
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1 NFANTI LE 

MORTALITY 

RATE 

PER 

1 ,000 

LIVE 

B 1 RTHS 

© © © o o o 

19.46 

1 NFANTI LE 

MORTALITY 

RATE 

PER 

1 ,000 

L 1 VE 

BIRTHS  - 

LEGITIMATE 

20.04 

1 NFANTI LE 

MO  RT A LI TY 

RATE 

PER 

1 ,000 

L 1 VE 

BIRTHS  - 

ILLEGITIMATE 

NIL 

Neo-natal 

MORTALITY 

RATE 

PER 

1 ,000 

LI  VE 

B I RTHS 

(fi rst  4 weeks) 

« . 

• 

o o o 

o o © 

O 0 o 

d © O © 0 o 

12.95 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 
NIL 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
Per  1,000  births  (Live  and  Still)* 

BEDWELLTY  009  .oo  0.0  O O O O o o NIL 

Monmouth  County  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.52 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  1959 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

8 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

l 

l 

Measles 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

Dl PHTHERI A 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

Pol  1 OMYELI Tl s 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

Parasite  Disease 

— 

- 

Cancer  i 

'Stomach) 

8 

5 

Cancer  i 

^Lung) 

6 

1 

Cancer  i 

Breast) 

— 

4 

Cancer 

[Uterus) 

O. 

5 

Cancer  (Other  Sites) 

16 

1 1 

Leukaemi a 

1 

- 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

22 

21 

Coronary  Disease  - Angina 

25 

1 1 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

4 

Other  heart  diseases 

16 

20 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

6 

6 

1 N FLUENZA 

2 

1 

Pneumon 1 A 

7 

2 

Bronchitis 

18 

13 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

- 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

- 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases 

14 

1 1 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

Other  accidents 

2 

t 

Suici DE 

1 

2 

Totals 

182 

122 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


TUBERCULOSI  S 


Occupational  Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 


MALES 

OCCUP ATI  ON 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

O.A.P. 

E 

0 

School  Age 

2 

1 

Under  School  Age 

2 

- 

Mi  ner 

5 

1 

F 1 TTER 

1 

- 

Clerk 

t 

- 

FEMALES 

Housewi fe 

2 

- 

HOSPITAL  AND  SANATORIUM  TREATMENT 
OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


HOSP 1 TAL 

Pulmonary  Cases 

Non-Pulmon ary  Cases 

A DM  1 TTED 

Di sc  harged 

Admitted 

D 1 SC  HARGED 

Llangwyfan  Hospital 

— 

1 

Cefn  Mably 

t 

2 

- 

- 

Glan  Ely 

7 

1 1 

- 

- 

S.Wales  San#, Talgarth 

5 

1 I 

- 

Gellygaer  Hospital 

9 

14 

- 

- 

Sully  Hospital 

7 

12 

1 

I 

Total 

29 

51 

1 

1 

- t2 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF 


NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Cases 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

January 

4 

February 

- 

- 

March 

1 

- 

| April 

3 

- 

May 

2 

t 

June 

- 

- 

July 

- 

1 

A.ugust 

1 

- 

September 

1 

- 

October 

2 

- 

November 

- 

- 

December 

- 

- 

14 

a 

COMPARISON  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS 
FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE 
LAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

Formal 

NOTI F 1 CATS ONS 

Deaths 

1950 

32 

15 

1951 

46 

10 

1952 

38 

9 

1953 

34 

1 1 

1954 

37 

2 

1955 

38 

3 

1956 

26 

3 

1957 

26 

1 

1958 

34 

9 

1959 

14 

10 

13  - 


Total 

65  & Over 

45  - 64 

25  - 44 

— * 
oi 
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to 

6-14 

0 

1 

Ul 

Age  period 
in  Years 

to 

to 

03 

to 

03 

to 

l 

1 

to 

1 

I 

1 

*n 

"0 

c 
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z 

2 

m 

to 

03 

03 

to 

~ 

03 

Total 

> 
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CO 

to 
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-* 
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' 
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CO 

• 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 
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“0 
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E 

to 
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1 

1 

— 
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CASES  AND  MORTALITY 


Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumon 1 A 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Food  Poisoning 
Erysi pelas 

POLI 0MYELITI  S 

Men i ngococcal 

1 NFECTI  ON 

Notifiable  Disease 

329 

0 

2 

3 

307 

t4 

3 

0 

0 

Totals 

1 1 1 1 <0  1 1 1 

H T3 

O — I 
< -D  — 

z w r 
l r 
l 

62 

62 

New 

Tredegar 

70 

1 

54 

14 

l 

« 3» 

O CD  03 
pi  > m 
O TO  X 
1 1 

30 
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28 
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■a 

pi 
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50 
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CO 
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CO 
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'ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  CASES  AND  DEATHS  FROM 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS 
I N THE  PAST  1 2 YEARS 


AGE  GROUP 

Year 

1 - 5 YRS 

6 - 15  YRS 

1 6 & Over 

1948 

4 

6 

26 

1949 

2 

4 

37 

1950 

2 

1 

29 

1951 

3 

4 

29 

1952 

t 

r 

36 

1953 

3 

4 

25 

1954 

3 

2 

32 

1955 

- 

4 

34 

1956 

t 

7 

18 

1957 

2 

4 

20 

1958 

f 

5 

19 

1959 

3 

1 

10 

17  - 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


(Telephone*  Bargoeo  2137) 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offi  ces, 
Aberbargoed, 

Bargoeo,  Glam* 

l st  June , l 960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Baker  and  Gentlemen, 

I HAVE  PLEASURE  IN  SUBMITTING  MY  ANNUAL  REPORT 
ON  THE  WORK  DONE  IN  MY  DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31  ST  DECEMBER,  1959. 


oweoooooooooo 


NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1956. 

1.  Sections  92  - 93  (Abatement  of  nuisances,  repairs  to  property) 

Informal  notices  ...  115 

Abatement  notices  ...  74 

2.  Section  83  (Notice  to  cleanse  filthy  premises).... 9 

3.  Section  138  (Provision  of  sufficient  water  supply  to  houses)..  I 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 


A,.  HOUSES  DEMOLi  SHED 

In  clearance  Areas 

to  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

2»  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement 

3o  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 
43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

40  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17  (l) 

Housing  Act,  1957 

5o  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

60  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  wher 
action  has  been  taken  under  local  acts 

70  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders 

B0  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

80  Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (f)  and 
35  (t)  Housing  Act,  1957 

9.  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26,  Housing 
Act,  I957„ 

!0o  Parts  of  Building  closed  under  Section 
18,  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Houses 

Demolished 

DISPLACED 

1 Persons 

Fami lies 

25 

97 

24 

— 

- 

- 

60 

158 

45 

2 

3 

2 



. 

. 

5 

18 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Co  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 


Ito  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

12.  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9 & 1 6 
Housing  Act,  1957 

13.  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 


By  Owner 

By  L.A.. 

47 

- 

67 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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HOUSING 


During  1959,  the  re-housing  of  displaced  persons  from 

HOUSES  BEING  DEMOLISHED  WAS  COMPLETED,  WITH  CO-OPERATION  OF  THE  HOUSING 

Manager  ( Mr,  A.  S,  Daynes)  it  was  carried  out  with  the  minimum  of  incon- 
venience CAUSED  TO  THE  TENANTS  BY  RE-HOUSING  THEM  IN  ACCOMMODATION  OF 
SUITABLE  SIZE  AND  IN  A PART  OF  THE  AREA  NEAR  TO  THEIR  PLACE  OF  EMPLOYMENT, 

Again,  the  wish  of  the  older  people  not  to  be  moved  far  from  the  area  in 

WHICH  THEY  HAD  LIVED  FOR  A LONG  TIME  WAS  RESPECTED, 

A PLEASING  FEATURE  OF  THE  SCHEME  IS  THAT  THE  TENANTS  ARE 
SETTLING  IN  THEIR  NEW  SURROUNDINGS  AND  THE  STANDARD  OF  CLEANLINESS  OF 
SOME  SUSPECT  FAMILIES,  HAS  IMPROVED,  TWO  CASES  WERE  UNDER  REVIEW  AT  THE 
END  OF  THE  YEAR  AND  ALL  PRACTICABLE  STEPS  WERE  BEING  TAKEN  TO  IMPROVE 
CONDITIONS,  INCLUDING  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  THE  FAMILY  HELP  SERVICE, 

A SURVEY  IS  NOW  BEING  CARRIED  OUT  AS  REQUIRED  BY  CIRCULAR 
2/60  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  LIST  OF  HOUSES  WHICH  ARE  STILL  REMAINING  TO  BE 
DEALT  WITH  BY  DEMOLITION  OR  CLOSURE,  AND  THE  SUBSEQUENT  RE-HOUSING  OF 
THE  TENANTS, 


NO,  OF  PERSONS  PER  HOUSEt- 

The  FIGURE  GIVING  THE  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS 
OCCUPYING  EACH  HOUSE  IS  SIGNIFICANT  WHEN  IT  SHOWS  A FLUCTUATION  OR 
ALTERATION  OVER  THE  YEARS.  I N A PERIOD  OF  TWELVE  YEARS  - FROM  1948 
TO  1959  - THE  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  HOUSE  HAS  FALLEN  FROM 
4,6  TO  3.6, 


£948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959 

4,6  4.4  4.2  4.1  4.09  4.02  3.93  3.7  3.7  3.7  3.7  3.6 

The  main  factors  influencing  the  fall  ares  (l)  A slight 

DECREASE  OF  POPULATION  (600  IN  12  YEARS)  AND  AN  INCREASE  IN  COUNCIL 

Houses  of  100$  to  over  2,000.  The  1959  figure  of  3.6  would  be  further 

DECREASED  BUT  FOR  THE  DEMOLITION  OR  CLOSURE  OF  SOME  100  HOUSES  UNDER  THE 
SLUM  CLEARANCE  SCHEME  ABOVE. 


As 

1 931  , THE  AVERAGE 
DEGREE  TO  MARRIED 
PARENTS  - IN  MANY 


A COMPARATIVE  FIGURE  IT  IS  WORTH  RECORDING  THAT  IN 
NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  HOUSE  WAS  5,7,  DUE  IN  LARGE 
SONS  AND  DAUGHTERS  HAVING  TO  LIVE  IN  APARTMENTS  WITH 
CASES  OUE  TO  ECONOMIC  REASONS. 


HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT  1959 


(a)  Standard  Grafts 

The  operation  of  work  concerning  standard  grants  under 

THE  ABOVE  ACT  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF  THE  FIVE  AM EN I T I E S | 2 „ PROVISION 

of  (l)  Bath  in  bathroom  (ll)  Sufficient  and  suitable  foodstore  (ill) 
Wash  hand  basin  (IV)  Hot  water  supply  (v)  Indoor  or  contiguous  W„C0) 

IS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THIS  DEPARTMENT,, 

When  the  act  came  into  operation,  there  was  a spate  of 

APPLICATIONS  WHICH  HAD  TO  BE  DEALT  WITH  IN  ROTATION,,  NOT  ALL  THOSE 
WHO  MADE  APPLICATIONS  HAVE  AVAILED  THEMSELVES  OF  THE  BENEFITS  OF  THE 
AcTo  AT  THE  ENO  OF  THE  YEAR  THE  NUMBER  OF  APPLICATIONS  FELL  CON- 
SIDERABLY, BUT  IT  IS  EXPECTED  THAT  as  WORK  OS  COMPLETED  ON  THE  EARLY 
APPLICATIONS,  NEIGHBOURS  WILL  WISH  TO  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THE  GRANT, 

NOo  OF  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  TO  3 1 /l 2/59 „ o , . „ . . „ „ 48 
NOo  OF  THESE  WHICH  WERE  VALID  FOR  GRANT  ON 

SATISFACTORY  COMPLETION  OF  WO  RK  o o o 0 o ...  „ . o o 39 

The  REMAINING  9 APPLICATIONS  WERE  INVALID  BY  REASON 
OF  WORK  HAVING  BEING  COMMENCED  BEFORE  APPLICATION,  OR  THE  GRANT  DID 
NOT  APPLY  BECAUSE  RE-SITING  OF  AMENITIES  ONLY  WAS  REQUIRED,, 

46  OF  THE  48  APPLICATIONS  WERE  FROM  OWNER-OCCUPIERS 
OF  DWELLINGS,  AND  TO  29/2/60,  ! 4 HOUSES  HAD  BEEN  IMPROVED  WITH  THE 
AMENITIES,  WHILE  WORK  IS  PROCEEDING  IN  ANOTHER  FOURTEEN  DWELLINGS,, 

(b)  Discretionary  Grants 


Inspections  are  carried  out  when  initial  applications 

ARE  RECEIVED  BY  THE  CLERK  TO  THE  COUNCIL  WITH  A VIEW  TO  ASCERTAINING 
HOW  FAR  THE  HOUSES  COMPLY  WITH  THE  12-POINT  STANDARD  OF  FITNESS  AND 
THE  OUTSTANDING  REPAIRS,,  SUCH  REPORTS  ARE  RETURNED  TO  THE  CLERK 
AND  ARE  NOTED  BY  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  WHO  DEALS  WITH  FURTHER 
PROCEDUREo 

NOo  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  FOR  THE  ABOVE  PURPOSE, , 0 ,25. 


CAMPING  SITES 

TMERE  IS  NO  LICENSED  CAMPING  SITE  IN  THE  AREA,  THERE 
HAS  BEEN  CONSIDERABLE  NUISANCE  CAUSED  BY  CARAVANS  OF  ITINERANT  SCRAP 
DEALERS,  ETC,  BEING  PITCHED  ON  ROAOSIOES  AND  WASTELAND,,  THE  CON- 
SEQUENT ACCUMULATION  OF  REFUSE  HAS  HAD  TO  BE  DEALT  WITH  AFTER  THE 
CARAVANNERS  HAVE  BEEN  MOVED  ON,  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  EFFECTED  NOT  WITHOUT 
MUCH  PRACTICAL  DIFFICULTY* 
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COMMON  LODGI NG  HOUSES 


There  is  one  small  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Blackwood 
Ward  and  this  is  used  mainly  for  short  periods*  The  average  number  of 

OCCUPANTS  IS  12. 


PUCES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

The  five  cinemas  in  the  Area  have  been  inspected  for 
(a)  sanitary  accommodation  and  (b)  means  of  ingress  and  egress,  during 

r L RFORMANCESo  THE  ACCOMMODATION  OS  GENERALLY  SAT  I SFACTORYo 

Three  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  maintenance  of 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION, 

The  Miners11  Welfare  Institutes  were  also  visited.  Two 

NOTICES  WERE  SERVED  IN  RESPECT  OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION.  ONE  NOTICE 
WAS  SERVED  IN  RESPECT  OF  FIRE  EXIT  DOORS  LOCKED  AND  OBSTRUCTED.  The 

Management  Committee  were  met  and  the  matter  is  being  remedieo. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Rhymney  Valley  portion  of  the  Area  is  supplied  by 
the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board  and  the  water  supply  for  the  Sirhowy 
Valley  is  purchased  from  the  Tredegar  Urban  District  Council. 

Frequent  samples  of  both  supplies  have  been  taken. 

No.  of  samples  taken  in 

(a)  Rhymney  Valley  - 33  (3  showed  slight  contamination) 

(b)  Sirhowy  Valley  - 18  (t  slight  contamination) 

The  samples  in  the  Rhymney  Valley  which  showed  slight 

CONTAMINATION  were  DUE  to  REPAIR  WORK,  BUT  OTHERWISE  THE  SUPPLIES  HAVE 
BEEN  SATISFACTORY.  ONE  CHEMICAL  SAMPLE  WAS  TAKEN  AND  THIS  PROVED  UP 
TO  STANDARD. 


The  quantity  of  water  is  generally  adequate,  although 

THERE  HAS  BEEN  A SHORTAGE  IN  SOME  PARTS  ON  OCCASIONS. 

During  the  dry  Summer,  the  water  was  shut  off  during 

EARLY  HOURS  OF  THE  MORNING  AND  THIS  CONSERVATION  PROVED  VERY  REWARDING 
IN  THAT  SUPPLIES  WERE  QU  I TE  ADEQUATE  TO  MEET  NORMAL  REQUIREMENTS  DURING 
THE  REMAINDER  OF  THE  DAY. 
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BACK  LANES 


With  the  Council's  collection  of  refuse  service  operating 

ON  THREE  DAYS  PER  WEEK,  IT  IS  DIFFICULT  TO  UNDERSTAND  THE  MENTALITY  OF 
PEOPLE  WHO  WILL  CONTINUALLY  FOUL  THE  BACK  LANES  AND  LAND  ADJOINING  THEIR 
HOUSES  WITH  DUMPS  OF  HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE.  THIS  FILTHY  AND  INSANITARY 
PRACTICE  IS  PREVALENT  IN  SEVERAL  PARTS  OF  THE  AREA.  MUCH  TIME  HAS  BEEN 
SPENT  IN  TRYING  TO  DETECT  THE  MALEFACTORS,  WARNING  LETTERS  HAVE  BEEN 
CIRCULATED  OFFERING  REWARDS  FOR  EVIDENCE  LEADING  TO  PROSECUTION,  AND 
FOUR  PERSONS  HAVE*  BEEN  TAKEN  TO  POLICE  COURT  AND  FINED  FOR  OFFENCES. 

Police  Court  action  and  publicity  temporarily  improved  conditions,  but 

( T 55  FELT  THAT  EVERY  CITIZEN  HAS  A DUTY  AND  RIGHT  TO  PREVENT  THIS 

NUISANCE. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


Act. 


There  is  no  shop  in  the  area  licensed  under  the  above 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  - CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 
Smoke  Control  Areas,  Circular  5/59 


The  Bedwellty  District  is  within  the  area  in  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  hatched  purple  and  black  on  the  map  attached 
to  the  Interim  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Aor  Pollution  (Circular 
9011.  December,  1953)  and  therefore  considered  by  the  Committee  to 

BE  POTENTIALLY  LIABLE  TO  AIR  POLLUTION  BECAUSE  OF  THE  PRESENCE  OF 
INDUSTRY  AND  DENSITY  OF  POPULATION. 

The  above  Circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  enquires  whether  or  not  air  pollution  is  a sufficient 
problem  in  the  District  to  justify  the  preparation  of  a programme  and 

a REPORT  TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  A KIND  DESCRIBED  IN  THE  CIRCULAR. 

1.  Byelaws  are  in  force  in  the  area  as  from  1st  June, 

1959,  STATING  THAT  THERE  SHALL  BE  PROVIDED  IN  A NEW  BUILDING  ONLY  SUCH 
APPLIANCES  FOR  HEATING  OR  COOKING  AS  ARE  SUITABLY  DESIGNED  FOR  BURNING 
APPROVED  FUELS. 

2.  The  approved  fuels  include  coal  of  low  volatile 

CONTENT. 


Inquiries  have  been  made  from  the  Coal  Marketing  Officer 

OF  THE  N.C.B.  REGARDING  TYPES  OF  COAL  SUPPLIED  AS  CONCESSIONARY  COAL  TO 
MINERS,  AND  THE  COAL  SUPPLIED  TO  OTHER  CONSUMERS.  He  STATES  THAT  THE 
V.  ATI  L E CONTENT  IS  4 17  fo  (WHICH  IS  WITHIN  THE  APPROVED  FUEL  RANGE) 
Wr  H THE  EXCEPTION  OF  ABOUT  30  TONS  A WEEK  FOR  THE  BLACKWOOD  AND  CEFN 
F*  OREST  AREAS,  WHERE  THE  VOLATILE  CONTENT  IS  24$. 
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Smoke  Control  Areas,  Circular  5/59  (Cont5d) 


3,  The  layout  of  the  district  is  not  concentrated  but  in 

SEVEN  GROUPS  OF  SMALL  TOWNSHIPS,  AND  THEREFORE  THE  DOMESTIC  SMOKE 
CONCENTRATION  IS  NOT  SERIOUS  AS  IT  MAY  OTHERWISE  BE  IF  ALL  THE  HOUSES  WERE 
GROUPED  TOGETHER. 

4.  The  topography  of  the  land  and  prevailing  wind  lessens 

RISK  OF  FOGS,  ANO  ONLY  ON  A FEW  OCCASIONS  DURING  A YEAR  ARE  THERE  HEAVY 
FOG  CONDITIONS. 


5.  Industries  in  the  area  are  not  at  the  moment  of  a type 
to  produce  serious  smoke  nuisance.  The  Electricity  Generating  Station 
at  Aberbargoed  has  been  a source  of  trouble  and  this  has  not  been 
completely  eradicated.  However,  the  operation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act 

in  respect  of  this  installation  is  under  the  inspectorate  of  the  Alkali 
Works  Order  1958  - all  Electricity  Works  with  a maximum  aggregate  rating 
of  over  450,000  lbs.  steam  per  hour  are  subject  to  control  of  the  Alkali 
Works  Regulation  Act.,  1956.  The  Aberbargoed  works  generate  675,000  lbs 
steam  per  hour. 

6.  A deposit  gauge  and  sulphur  dioxide  candle  is 
maintained  by  the  Council  at  Aberbargoed  to  check  on  variations  of 

DEPOSIT  AND  POLLUTION  IN  ORDER  THAT  FURTHER  INVESTIGATIONS  MAY  BE  MADE o 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  records  of  deposit  OF  tons  PER  SQUARE  MILE 
PRIOR  TO  THE  INSTALLATION  OF  THE  GRIT  ARRESTOR  AT  THE  GENERATING  STATION, 

Aberbargoed  averaged  276  TONs/sq.  mile  per  annum,  and  since  the 

INSTALLATION,  THE  FIGURE  HAS  FALLEN  TO  201  TONs/sq.  MILE  PER  ANNUM. 

Below  are  details  of  the  pollution  recorded  at  the 
Aberbargoed  Collecting  Point.  


Rainfall  " 

Tons  per 
sq.  MILE 

January 

5.76 

30.80 

February 

0.38 

8.15 

March 

4.60 

30.18 

Apri  l 

3.96 

21  .43 

May 

1 .38 

13.00 

June 

[ .81 

n .47 

July 

4.89 

f 3 .00 

August 

1 .07 

4.31 

September 

0.13 

6.8i 

October 

5.31 

14.47 

November 

7.36 

34.80 

December 

12.29 

48.73 

A DUST  NUISANCE  AT  ONE  OF  THE  COLLIERIES  IN  THE  AREA 
WAS  DUE  TO  DISCHARGE  FROM  A STONE  CRUSHING  PLANT.  AFTER  SOME  VISITS 
TO  THE  PREMISES  A BAFFLE  WAS  EVENTUALLY  CONSTRUCTED  AT  THE  END  OF  A 

long  duct.  Water  sprinklers  in  the  baffle  box  prevented  the  nuisance 

AMO  THE  SYSTEM  APPEARS  TO  BE  WORKING  ADEqUATELY. 
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FACTOR tES  ACTS  r937  - 59 


The  above  Act  imposes  a duty  on  Local  Authorities  to  make 

ROUTiNE  INSPECTIONS  OF  ALL  FACTORIES  IN  THEIR  ARE  A o 

?N  FACTORIES  WHERE  NO  MECHANICAL  POWER  8S  USED,  DISTRICT 

Councils  are  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act 

RELATING  TO  VENTILATION,  TEMPERATURE,  DRAINAGE,  OVERCROWDING,  CLEANLINESS 
AND  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  - THERE  ARE  4 SUCH  FACTORIES,, 

IN  FACTORIES  WHERE  MECHANICAL  POWER  IS  USED  DISTRICT 

Councils  are  only  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  <*=  there  are  51  such  factories,. 

During  the  year  all  these  factories  have  been  inspected 

WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  ABOVE  PROVISIONS  AND  FOUND  TO  BE  GENERALLY  SAT  I SFACTO RYo 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


f.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTHo 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

1 NSPECT- 
1 ONS 

Written 

notices 

OCC  UP  1 ERS 
PROSEC  UTED 

I o Factories  in  which  Sections 
1 9 2,  3,  4 AND  6 ARE  TO  BE 
ENFORCED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES 

4 

4 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

51 

63 

5 

3o  Other  Premises  in  which  Sectioi 
7 IS  ENFORCED  BY  THE  LOCAL 

Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers* premises) 

I 

Total 

55 

67 

5 

- 

r A 
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2*  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects 

WERE  FOUND 

Number  of 

CASES  IN  WHICH 

Prosecuti ons 

WERE  INSTITUTED 

Fo  UNO 

REMEOI ED 

Referred 

To  H.Mo 

1 NSPECTOR 

By  H*M. 

1 NSPECTOR 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.i) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S*2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 N adequate 
Ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

Sanitary  Convenienci 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

s 

2 

r 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

DEFECTIVE 

3 

2 

— 

I 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  foi 
sexes 

! 

Other  offences  agaik 
the  Act  (not  includi 
offences  relating  tc 
Out-work) 

ST 

NG 

► 

Total 

5 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Outworkers  (Section  l 10  - III) 


There  is  no  industry  in  the  Area  employing  outworkers* 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  I 949 

A Rodent  Operator  is  employed  in  the  Department,  and  in 

ADDITION  A CASUAL  LABOURER  IS  ENGAGED  TO  ASSIST  IN  THE  WORK  OF  BAITING 
SEWERS  THROUGHOUT  THE  AREA  AT  SIX-MONTHLY  INTERVALS.  THIS  MAINTENANCE 
TREATMENT  OF  SEWERS  IS  AN  ESSENTIAL  PART  OF  THE  WORK  OF  RAT  DISINFESTATION. 

All  farmers  were  circularised  calling  theor  attention  to 
the  Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks  Regulations  1950,  and  the 

NECESSITY  OF  INFORMING  THE  DEPARTMENT  WHEN  RICK  DISMANTLING  TAKES  PLACE. 


No. 

OF 

TREATMENTS 

OF 

BUS  1 NESS 

PREMISES... 

ooooooooo©  20 

No. 

OF 

TREATMENTS 

OF 

PR  1 VATE 

DWELLI NGS. . . 

oooooooo#ol 00 

No. 

OF 

TREATMENTS 

OF 

COUNC 1 L 

PROPERTI ES. o 

oeooaooAoo  73 

Some  of  the  above  were  dealt  with  on  various  occasions, 

THE  OWNERS  OF  BUSINESS  PREMISES  BEING  CHARGED  FOR  THE  SERVICE. 

NO.  OF  SURVEYS  MADE  UNDER  THE  ACT. o . . . . . o » . . . . . . . o o I 40 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 

Hours  of  closing  and  other  matters  requiring  attention 

UNDER  THE  above  ACT  ARE  DEALT  WITH  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

All  shops  were  visited  at  least  once  during  the  year. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  Sec.  50 
Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 
Under  the  above  Act,  it  is  the  duty  of  a local  authority 

TO  MAKE  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  BODY  OF  A PERSON 
WHO  HAS  DIED  IN  THEIR  AREA,  WHEN  IT  APPEARS  TO  THE  AUTHORITY  THAT  NO 
ARRANGEMENT  HAS  BEEN  MADE  FOR  THE  DISPOSAL  OF  THE  BODY.  EXPENSES  MAY 
BE  RECOVERED  FROM  THE  ESTATE  OF  THE  DECEASED  OR  FROM  A NEAR  RELATIVE. 

No.  OF  BURIALS  DURING  THE  YEARo.o«oooo©oo.®ooo..©  I 

Two  Undertakers  are  under  contract  for  this  work, 

Mr.  Herbert  Jones,  Blackwood  for  the  Sirhowy  Valley  and  Mr.  C.  Wilde, 

New  Tredegar  for  the  Rhymney  Valley.  These  Undertakers  are  also  under 

.0  -I TRACT  TO  REMOVE  THE  BODY  OF  ANY  PERSON  FOUND  DEAD  ON  A HIGHWAY, 

STREET  OR  PUBLIC  PLACE  TO  THE  PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

The  NUMBER  OF  BURIALS  IS  GRADUALLY  DECREASING. 
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PUBLIC  MORTUARY  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 


NO*  OF  AUTOPSIES  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR 42 

The  cases  were  fromi- 


New  Tredegar ....... ......  17 

Aberbargoed . 3 

Cefn  Fforest 3 

Pengam... ...... .......o..oo..o.ooe..  7 

Blackwood 5 

Argoed 2 

Outside  Areas 5 


A FEE  OF  2 GUINEAS  IS  PAID  BY  THE  CORONER  ON  EACH 
OCCASION  FOR  THE  CLEANING  OF  THE  POST  MORTEM  ROOM. 

The  part-time  attendant  is  Mr.  Elias  Jones. 


RENT  ACT  l 957. 

1.  No.  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATE  OF  DISREPAIR  RECEIVED  IN  1959...  3 

2.  NO.  OF  UNDERTAKINGS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  COUNCIL  FROM  OWNERS,  TO  CARRY 
OUT  REPAIRS  WITHIN  6 MONTHS  AFTER  NOTIFICATION  THAT  A CERTIFICATE 


OF  DISREPAIR  WOULD  BE  ISSUED 0 

3.  NO.  OF  UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED  BY  COUNCIL........ 0 

4.  NO.  OF  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR  GRANTED. 3 

5.  NO.  OF  APPLICATIONS  NOT  GRANTED 0 

6.  NO.  OF  APPLICATIONS  BY  OWNERS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATE 

OF  DISREPAIR..  6 


The  DECREASE  IN  APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 
IS  VERY  NOTICEABLE  AND  IT  IS  DUE  VERY  LARGELY  TO  TENANTS  NOT  PURSUING 
THE  FULL  EXTENT  OF  THE  ACT  AFTER  APPLYING  FOR  FORM  G ( THE  NOTICE  OF 
DISREPAIR  TO  BE  SERVED  ON  THE  OWNER,  BY  THE  TENANT.) 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Routine  inspections  are  made  with  regard  to  (a)  repairs 

OF  AN  URGENT  NATURE  (b)  CLEANLINESS.  THESE  REPAIRS  ARE  NOTIFIED  TO  THE 

Hous i ng  Man ager. 

Except  fo*  a few  cases,  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness 

IS  quITE  SATISFACTORY. 

No.  OF  I NSPECTI ONS  MADE. ...................  I , I 72 

Prospective  tenants  are  visited  by  your  inspectors  to 

ASCERTAIN  CLEANLINESS,  AND  THIS  IS  ALSO  DONE  WHEN  THERE  IS  A TRANSFER 


OF  TENANCY  FROM  ONE  COUNCIL  HOUSE  TO  ANOTHER. 

NO.  OF  PROSPECTIVE  TENANTS  VISITED. 93 

NO.  OF  TRANSFERS  INSPECTED. 89 

NO.  OF  VACANT  COUNCIL  HOUSES  INSPECTED.....  37 

NO.  OF  VACANT  COUNCIL  HOUSES  DISINFESTED...  4 


I AM  INDEBTED  TO  Mr.  A.  S.  DAYNES,  HOUSING  MANAGER,  FOR 
THE  FOLLOWING  I NFO RM AT  I ON *- 


No.  of  Council  houses  at 

31/12/59...... .... 

,2,098 

No.  of  applications  for 

Counc 1 L 

HOUSE  SI- 

t N 

APARTMENTS 

Othe 

Aberbargoed 

I7f 

37 

Argoed 

60 

I 9 

Blackwood 

3 33 

65 

Cefn  Fforest 

83 

7 

New  Tredegar 

roi 

55 

Pengam 

91 

53 

639  236 


The  list  was  last  reviewed  in  June,  1957. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Since  the  completion  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Manmoel, 

ON  Lv  A FEW  OUTLYING  HOUSES  IN  THE  WHOLE  AREA  ARE  NOT  ON  THE  WATER  CARRIAGE 

system.  The  Rhymney  Valley  and  Sirhowy  Valley  Trunk  Sewers  have  a sea 
outf  all. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


(A.)  FOOD  SHOPS  AND  STORES  - UNSOUND  FOODS 

The  following  foods  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  at 

FOOD  SHOPS  AND  STORES,  WERE  CONDEMNED  AND  DESTROYED.  THIS  FOOD  WAS 
SURRENDERED  BY  THE  SHOPKEEPERS  DURING  REGULAR  INSPECTION  OF  THE  SHOPS. 


Meat 

lbs 

Canned  Fish 

tins 

Beef 

132 

Salmon 

36 

Lamb 

79 

P 1 LCHARDS 

19 

Bacon 

44 

Crawfish 

2 

Pork  Sausage 

67 

Crabmeat 

1 

Tinned  Fruit 

Tins 

Canned  Meat 

Tl  NS 

Pears 

204 

Cooked  Ham 

32 

Pineapple 

238 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

62 

Peaches 

196 

Chopped  Pork 

6 

Apricots 

55 

Corned  Beef 

116 

Grapefruit 

49 

Jellied  Veal 

24 

Strawberri es 

4 

Steak  & Kidney  Puoding 

1 

Oranges 

16 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

19 

Grapes 

4 

Luncheon  Tongue 

2 

Cherries 

16 

Stuffed  Pork  Roll 

1 

Rhubarb 

30 

Stewed  Steak 

28 

Prunes 

42 

Pork  Shoulder 

20 

Whimberri  es 

4 

Ox  Tongue 

2 

Fruit  Salad 

42 

Other  Foods 

Tomatoes 

348  tins 

Ml  LK 

42  TINS 

Oxtail  Soup 

14  TINS 

Damson  Jam 

\ POT 

Fish  Paste 

1 l POTS 

Smoked  Cod 

Fruit  Cake 

2 LBS 

F 1 LLET 

42  LBS 

Cream 

3 TINS 

Peas 

f6  TINS 

Plum  Jam 

2 POTS 

Carrots 

14  TINS 

Butter 

6 LBS 

Lard 

6 LBS 

Vegetable  Soup 

2 TINS 

Almonds 

22  PACKETS 

Pickled  Onions 

3 POTS 

Baked  Beans 

28  TINS 

Tea 

12  LBS 

Lemon  Curd 

7 POTS 

Cheese 

12-g  LBS 

Approx. 

Total  weight  of  condemned 

FOODo 

1 TON  5 CWTS • 

Apples  from  Lebanon 


During  February  a notification  was  received  from  the 
Cardiff  Public  Health  Department,  that  apples  contaminated  with  arsenic 

AND  LEAD  HAD  BEEN  CONSIGNED  TO  STORES  AND  SHOPS,  THE  SHOPS  WERE 
NOTIFIED  TO  TAKE  PRECAUTIONS  AND  TO  THOROUGHLY  WASH  THE  APPLES  BEFORE 

sale.  Shopkeepers  co-operated  in  the  matter. 


(b)  PRESERVED  FOODS  AND  SAUSAGE  PREPARATION  PREMISES 

All  butcher's  shops  have  been  inspected  and  particular 

ATTENTION  PAID  TO  THE  SAUSAGE  A NO  P I E -M AK I NG  FACILITIES. 

The  premises  are  generally  satisfactory. 


No.  OF  PREMISES  inspected... ....2t 

No.  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 8 

No.  OF  I NSPECTI ONS  MADE. ......45 


Provision  of  covered  bins,  removal  OP  articles  not  used 

IN  THE  PROCESSES,  COVERING  OF  PREPARATION  TABLES  AND  DECORATION  WERE  THE 
MAIN  ITEMS  REquiRING  ATTENTION. 


(C)  CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS 

These  premises  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time  during 

THE  YEAR.  MOST  OF  THEM  SERVE  ONLY  LIGHT  MEALS  AND  SNACKS.  At  TIMES  OF 
INSPECTION  THE  PROPRIETORS  APPEARED  TO  CO-OPERATE  IN  CARRYING  OUT  HYGIENIC 
PRACTICES. 


(D)  ICE  CREAM  AND  tCE  CREAM  PREMISES 

52  SAMPLES  OF  ICE  CREAM  WERE  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR.  THESE 
SAMPLES  WERE  TAKEN  FROM  9 CAFES  AND  SHOPS  IN  THE  AREA  AND  FROM  5 VANS  WHICH 
CAME  FROM  OUTSIDE  THE  AREA. 

Where  samples  gave  bad  results  several  "follow-up'1  samples 

WERE  TAKEN  DURING  THE  SUCCEEDING  WEEKS.  THIS  ACTION,  TOGETHER  WITH 
INSPECTION  AND  ADVICE  GIVEN  AT  THE  PREMISES  OF  MANUFACTURE  ANd/oR  SALE, 
EFFECTED  AN  IMPROVEMENT  IN  RESULTS  OF  THE  SUBSEqUENT  SAMPLES. 

AT  ONE  CAFE,  WHERE  ICE  CREAM  IS  MANUFACTURED  AT  THE  REAR 
OF  THE  PREMISES,  AFTER  SEVERAL  SAMPLES  HAD  GIVEN  BAD  RESULTS,  A THOROUGH 
INSPECTION  WAS  CARRIED  OUT  OF  ALL  EquiPMENT  USED  DURING  THE  MANUFACTURING 
PROCESS.  It  WAS  FOUND  THAT  BRINE  SOLUTION  WAS  LEAKING  FROM  ONE  OF  THE 
DOS  OF  THE  STORAGE  REFRIGERATOR  AND  CONTAMINATING  THE  ICE  CREAM.  THIS 
. ECT  WAS  BROUGHT  TO  THE  ATTENTION  OF  THE  VENDOR,  AND  WHEN  REMEDIED, 
FURTHER  SAMPLES  GAVE  GOOD  RESULTS. 
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(d)  ICE  CREAM  AND  ICE  CREAM  PREMISES  (Cont'd) 


NO,  OF  SAMPLES  GIVING  SATISFACTORY  RESULTS 47 

NO,  OF  SAMPLES  GIVING  UNSATISFACTORY  RESULTS 5 

Total  No,  of  samples  taken..,.,... 52 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  where 

ICE-CREAM  OF  THE  PROPRIETARY  TYPE  IS  SOLD,  AND  SEVERAL  PUBLIC  HOUSES  HAVE 
NOW  BEEN  LICENSED  FOR  THE  SALE, 

The  number  of  premises  now  selling  ice  cream  is. ..96  and 

85^4  of  THESE  SELL  THE  PROPRIETARY  TYPE. 


(e)  school  canteens 


The  18  school  canteens  have  been  visited  on  several  occasions 

DURING  PREPARATION  OF  MEALS,  AND  THE  STANDARD  OF  HYGIENE  WAS  qUITE 
SAT  I SFACTORY • 


Once  again  a comment  must  be  made  on  the  insufficient  means 

OF  VENTILATION  AND  STEAM  EXTRACTION.  MECHANICAL  EXTRACTOR  FANS  HAVE  BEEN 
RECOMMENDED.  THE  INSTALLATION  OF  THESE  WOULD  INCREASE  VENTILATION  AND 
ALSO  WOULD  BE  VERY  ECONOMICAL  IN  PRESERVING  THE  DECORATION  OF  WALLS  AND 
CEILINGS  OF  KITCHENS,  PREVENTING  FLAKING  ETC,  OF  PAINTWORK. 


(f)  pithead  and  factory  canteens 

The  three  pithead  canteens  (at  Elliotstown,  Britannia  and 
Markham)  are  in  full  use,  while  three  factories  provide  facilities  for 

MAIN  MEALS  FOR  EMPLOYEES, 

It  is  appreciated  that  when  minor  defects  are  notified  to 
the  N.C.B.,  they  are  attended  to  forthwith.  The  standard  in  factories  is 

QUITE  GOOD. 


(G)  FRIED  FISH  AND  CHtP  SHOPS 

There  are  12  Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  in  the  area,  all 

OF  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  INSPECTED  DURING  AND  OUT  OF  BUSINESS  HOURS.  As  A 
RESULT  SIX  NOTICES  WERE  SERVED  UNDER  THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955, 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  at  these 

PREMISES  WAS  quiTE  SATISFACTORY, 

Several  mobile  Fish  and  Chip  Vans  selling  in  the  area 

WERE  STOPPED,  AND  THE  VEHICLES  WERE  INSPECTED.  THE  ATTENTION  OF  ONE 
■r  iVER  WAS  DRAWN  TO  THE  FACT  THAT  THE  HAND  WASHING  WATER  WAS  COLD  AND 
NC  SOAP  WAS  PROVIDED, 


33 


(h)  public  houses  and  clubs 


There  are  32  public  houses  and  21  clubs.  The  general 

CONDITION  AT  THE  PREMISES  HAS  BEEN  MAINTAINED  TO  A SATISFACTORY  STANDARD 
AS  FAR  AS  EQUIPMENT  IS  CONCERNED.  The  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND  METHODS  ADOPTED 
BY  LANDLORDS  AND  STEWARDS  IN  THE  COURSE  OF  THEIR  SERVING  IS  VERY  LARGELY  A 
MATTER  FOR  THE  PERSONS  CONCERNED  AND  IT  IS  FELT  THAT  CUSTOMERS  CAN  CO-OPERATE 
IN  THIS  MATTER  TO  CHECK  ANY  BAD  PRACTICE  THAT  MAY  OCCUR,  ESPECIALLY  IN 
INSISTING  ON  CLEAN  GLASSES  BEING  PRODUCED  BY  THE  STEWARDS  AND  LANDLORDS,  AND 
ONLY  CLEAN  CLOTHS  BEING  USED. 

At  one  premises  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 

STEWARD  TO  DIRTY  GLASSES,  BUT  DURING  BUSY  HOURS,  THIS  IS  MAINLY  A MATTER  FOR 
THE  ATTENTION  OF  THE  CUSTOMER. 

Sinks  with  hot  water  supply,  have  been  requested  at  three 

PREMISES  WHERE  NEW  BARS  HAVE  BEEN  INSTALLED.  THE  COUNTERTOPS  HAVE  BEEN 
NOW  EQUIPPED  WITH  IMPERVIOUS  COVERING  AND  THIS  IS  ASSISTING  LANDLORDS  IN 
THEIR  WORK.  THE  ITEMS  IN  RESPECT  OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  WERE  MAINLY 
MATTERS  OF  MAINTENANCE  AND  DECORATION.  At  ONE  CLUB,  DUE  TO  LARGELY 
INCREASED  ATTENDANCE,  THE  ATTENTION  OF  ITS  COMMITTEE  WAS  CALLED  TO  THE 
NECESSITY  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF  ADDITIONAL  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  MALES 
AND  FEMALES.  PLANS  HAVE  BEEN  PLACED  BEFORE  THE  COUNCIL  AS  A RESULT  OF  THE 
RECOMMENDATION  TO  PROVIDE  SUCH  ACCOMMODATION.  MAJOR  IMPROVEMENTS  ARE  BEING 
CARRIED  OUT  AT  ANOTHER  PUBLIC  HOUSE  AT  FLE UR-OE-L I S. 


Letters  have  been  sent  to  ten  clubs  and  to  the  proprietors 
of  thirteen  public  houses  to  attend  to  the  following  items*- 


Public  Houses 

Clubs 

Repairs  & reoecoration  to  sanitary 

ACCOMMODATION  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

6 

Redecoration  of  bar  and  cellar  ... 

4 

8 

Repair  of  counter  tops  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

Provision  of  sink  and  hot  water  ... 

3 

0 

Repairs  to  bar  floor  ...  ...  ... 

0 

3 

Dirty  drinking  glasses  

0 

\ 
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(I ) Ms  LK  SUPPLY 


Licences  in  force  in  the  area  for  the  sale  of  designated 

Ml LKS*« 


a)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  pasteurised  milk.... 18 

b)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk • • 10 

c)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  milk...... * 7 

o)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  sterilised  milk 7 


e)  No,  of  dealers  from  outside  areas  holding  supplementary  licences  12 


Sampli  ng 

No.  OF  samples  taken  por  bacteriological  examination NO 

(30  FROM  SCHOOLS  AND  80  FROM  VENDORS) 

Only  8 samples  were  unsatisfactory.  The  Clerk  to  the 
Council  communicated  with  the  vendors  concerned,  seeking  an  explanation 
of  the  unsatisfactory  report. 

Raw  milk  samples  examined  for  tuberculosis  yielded  negative 

results. 

The  samples  are  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Newport,  and  are  taken  by  car  to  the  laboratory  as  soon  as  possible  after 

COLLECTI ON . 


(j)  MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  is  no 

FROM  SURROUNDING  AREAS  AND 
IN  LARGE  TOWNS. 


ABATTOIR  IN  THE  AREA,  THE  MEAT  BEING 
SOME  FROM  WHOLESALERS  RECEIVING  MEAT 


IMPORTED 
FROM  CENTRES 


(K)  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955 

A SUCCESSFUL  PROSECUTION  WAS  TAKEN  AT  BLACKWOOD  POLICE  COURT 
AGAINST  A SHOPKEEPER  WHO  USED  TOBACCO  WHILST  ENGAGED  IN  A FOODSHOP  WHERE 
THERE  WAS  OPEN  FOOD.  THE  MAGISTRATES  IMPOSED  A FINE  OF  £3. 

(L)  FOOD  POISONING 

During  April  there  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in 

THE  ABERBARGOED  WARD.  FOURTEEN  CASES  WERE  NOTIFIED,  ALL  OCCURRING  DURING 
THE  WEEKEND  3RD  TO  6TH  APRIL. 
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(L)  FOOD  POISONING  (Cont»d) 


Enquiries  were  made  immediately  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 

THE  OUTBREAK  AND  THE  RESULT  OF  THESE  ENQUIRIES  SHOWED  THAT  THERE  WAS  A 
COMMON  FOOD  FACTOR  IN  ALL  THE  CASES  - PASTRIES  PURCHASED  AT  ABERBARGOED 
AND  SUPPLIED  BY  A BAKERY  OUTSIDE  THE  ARE  A o ALL  SHOPS  IN  YOUR  AREA 
SUPPLIED  BY  THIS  BAKERY  WERE  CONTACTED  AND  AT  ONE  PREMISES  SAMPLES  OF  THE 
PASTRY  WERE  OBTAINED*  THESE  WERE  SENT  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY, 
Newport,  for  examination  to  detect  food  poisoning  organisms. 

The  result  of  the  examination  showed  - "No  organisms  of 

THE  ENTERIC,  SALMONELLA,  OR  DYSENTERY  GROUPS,  BUT  A HEAVY  MIXED  GROWTH 
OF  COL  I FORM  BACTERIA,  PARACOLON  AND  STAPHYLOCOCCUS  ALBUS."  THIS  MEANS 
THAT  WHILST  THERE  WERE  NO  ORGANISMS  WHICH  CAUSE  THE  MORE  SERIOUS  TYPE 
OF  FOOD  POISONING,  THERE  WERE  GERMS  CAUSED  AND  SPREAD  BY  DIRTY  FOOD 
HANDLERS,  GIVING  RISE  TO  THE  SYMPTOMS  SHOWED  BY  THE  NOTIFIED  CASES. 

These  results  were  sent  to  the  Gelligaer  Health  Department, 

AND  THEY  EXCHANGED  SOME  INFORMATION  REGARDING  A CONCURRENT  OUTBREAK  IN  THAT 
AREA* 


(m)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  - SAMPLING 

Sampling  for  adulteration  of  food  is  carried  out  by  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

Below  is  an  extract  of  the  report  given  by  the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspector  (A.  W.  Prosser,  Esq.) 

"Samples  were  procured  at  Aberbargoed,  Argoed,  Blackwood, 

Cefn  Fforest,  Fleur-de-lis,  New  Tredegar  and  Pengam. 

They  consisted  of  59  milk  samples,  35  samples  of  other  food, 

5 samples  of  ice-cream  and  3 beer  samples. 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  56  milk  samples,  33  samples 

OF  OTHER  FOOD,  4 SAMPLES  OF  ICE-CREAM  AND  3 BEER  SAMPLES  TO  BE  IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  THE  STANDARDS  REQUIRED. 

Included  in  the  59  milk  samples,  were  5 samples  of  Channel 
Islands  milk  and  the  average  Fat  and  Solids  not  Fat  Content  was  as  followsi- 

Ordinary  Milks-  Fat  3.494$  Solids  not  Fat  8.653$ 

Channel  Islands:-  " 4*283 $ " " " 9.000$ 

One  sample  of  milk  was  genuine  but  of  abnormal  composition. 
Two  had  very  slight  quantities  of  added  water  and  the  producer  was  cautioned. 

One  sample  of  ice-cream  was  very  slightly  deficient  in  fat 

AND  A CAUTION  WAS  ADMINISTERED. 
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(m)  POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  - SAMPLING 


AS  A RESULT  OF  A COMPLAINT  RECEIVED  FROM  A MEMBER  OF  THE 
PUBLIC,  PART  OF  A BOTTLE  OF  •'APPLEADE'1  WAS  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST 
FOR  ANALYSIS.  He  REPORTED  THE  SAMPLE  TO  BE  ADULTERATED  WITH  A PORTION  OF 
AN  INSECT  AND  A PORTION  OF  A LEAF o AFTER  CAREFUL  CONSIDERATION  BY  THE 

Legal  Department  and  myself,  it  was  decioed  that  no  legal  proceedings 

WOULD  BE  TAKEN  AND  A LETTER  OF  CAUTION  WAS  SENT  TO  THE  MAN UF ACTURERS o 

Apples  imported  from  the  Lebanon  and  distributed  to  many 
parts  of  the  Country,  your  district  included,  were  found  to  be  contaminated 

WITH  A SLIGHT  AMOUNT  OF  ARSEN ICo  IT  WAS  RECOMMENDED  THAT  IF  THE  APPLES 
WERE  WASHED  IN  A SOLUTION  OF  HYDROCHLORIC  ACID,  IT  WOULD  NEUTRALISE  THE 
CONTAMI NATI ON.” 


I SHOULD  LIKE  TO  RECORD  MY  APPRECIATION  OF  THE  HELP  AND 
CO-OPERATION  GIVEN  BY  THE  MEMBERS  AND  OFFICIALS,  AND  FOR  THE  ENTHUSIASTIC 
APPROACH  TO  THE  WORK  SHOWN  BY  THE  STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT* 


I am,  Mrs*  Baker  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


A.  Mo  COLEMAN o 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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